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Technology center 2600 



REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 
The real party in interest is Samsung Electronics Co, Ltd, the assignee of the subject 
application, having an office at 416, Maetan-Dong, Paldal-Gu, Suwon-City, Kyungki-Do, 
Republic Of Korea. 
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STATUS OF CLAIMS 
Of the original Claims 1-12 filed, Claims 1 and 6 were amended and Claims 4 and 10 
were cancelled without prejudice in Amendment filed August 30, 2000, Claims 1 and 6 were 
amended and Claims 3 and 9 were cancelled without prejudice in Preliminary Amendment filed 
April 2, 2001, Claims 1 and 6 were amended in Amendment filed July 24, 2002. Thus, Claims 1, 
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2, 5-8, 1 1 and 12 are pending in the Application. 



STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 



Thus, the Appendix to this Appeal Brief includes independent Claims 1 and 6 as amended 
by the July 24, 2002 Amendment, along with dependent Claims 2, 5, 7, 8, 1 1 and 12 as originally 



The invention relates to an apparatus for displaying local time information of a city in the 
same or different time zone than where the device is physically located. As recited in Claim 1, 
the apparatus has means for storing Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) information for each of a 
plurality of cities. The GMT information for each of the plurality of cities is stored in a memory, 
and accessed for calculating the local time of a city. 

Also recited in Claim 1, the apparatus has means for receiving a reference time from a 
■signal received from a remote system. The reference time as defined by the specification and the 
prosecution history, contains a current local time and the GMT of the physical location of the 
apparatus. The reference time is stored in a memory. Also recited in Claim 1, the apparatus has 
means for counting a duration of time that elapses from when said reference time is acquired. 
The reference time and the elapsed time are used to calculate the local time of a city. 

Also recited in Claim 1, the apparatus has means for selecting at least one of said 
plurality of cities. A user, desiring to know the local time of a particular city, selects the city 
from a list of cities. 

Claim 1 also recites that the apparatus has means for automatically calculating a local 
time of said selected city, said local time being based on a difference between the GMT of said 
selected city and the GMT of a present location of said apparatus, said reference time and said 
elapsed time. This local time calculation is done automatically after the city is selected. The 



1 The Advisory Action mailed August 9, 2002 states that the Amendment was "filed" on July 30, 2002. Although it 
is not stated whether or not the amendments contained in the July 24, 2002 Amendment will be entered for purposes 
of the Appeal, further discussion will clarify issues relating to the amendments contained in the July 24, 2002 
Amendment. 



filed. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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calculation is based on four distinctly claimed parameters, namely, GMT of the selected city, 
GMT of the present location of the apparatus, the reference time, and the elapsed time. 

Finally, Claim 1 also recites that the apparatus has means for outputting said local time. 

ISSUE 

Whether Claims 1 and 6 are unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,108,277 to Whitmore 
("Whitmore") in view of U.S. Patent 5,375,018 to Klausner et al. ("Klausner"). 

GROUPING OF CLAIMS 
Claims 1 and 6 are in independent form. For the purposes of this appeal, Claims 2, 5, 6- 
8, 1 1 and 12 stand or fall together with Claim 1 . Claim 1 is an apparatus claim, and Claim 6 is a 
method claim. 

ARGUMENT 

Independent Claim 1 was said to be unpatentable over Whitmore in view of Klausner. 
(See, paragraph 2 at pp. 2-3 of the final Office Action of April 24, 2002, paper no. 18 (hereinafter 
"Final Office Action") 2 ). Whitmore discloses a celestial timepiece assembly having a conversion 
facility for converting GMT to current local time of a plurality of geographic sites. Klausner et 
al. discloses a location acquisition and time adjusting device based on broadcast radiowave 
frequencies at a location. The Klausner device stores a table of locations for radio stations that 
broadcast at the radiowave frequencies. 

The Examiner states in the Final Office Action that Whitmore discloses all of the 
elements of Claim 1 except that "the reference time is acquired time from a signal received from 
a remote system" 3 , which, it is alleged, is disclosed by Klausner. (Final Office Action, paragraph 

2 The rejections in the Final Office Action were summarily affirmed by the Examiner in the Advisory Action of 
August 9, 2002. 

3 In the Amendment filed on July 24, 2002, and entered on filing the Notice of Appeal, "acquiring" in Claims 1 and 
6 was changed to read "receiving". Even though "acquire" and "receive" are synonyms, the change was made in an 
attempt to use form over substance to clarify the claimed invention to the Examiner. It needs to be noted that there 
have been several telephone interviews with the Examiner discussing the distinctions of various cited references and 
the claimed invention. After each such interview, an amendment was made and filed based on recommendations of 
the Examiner. After each such filing, the Examiner again rejected the claims. It is clear from the specification that 
the reference time is acquired from the remote system. The received reference time is used directly in the calculation 

3 
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2, page 3.) Applicant asserts that the Klausner device first receives a plurality of radio frequency 
(RF) signals transmitted from local radio stations, compares those received RF signals with RF 
signal information stored in its memory, and then calculates the time of the device using the 
matching RF signal information and information stored in its memory. A reference time itself is 
never acquired or received in the Klausner device. The Klausner device "retrieves the time and 
location information in the memory storage which corresponds to the detected radiowave 
frequencies." (Klausner, col 1, lines 52-54.) Claim 1 of the pending application recites receiving 
(or acquiring) a reference time from a remote system. The reference time is received/acquired 
and is used directly in the calculation of the local time of the selected city. There is no receipt of 
radiowave frequencies in the present invention. In the present invention there is no comparison 
of the received radiowave frequencies to signal information stored in a memory storage. For that 
matter there is no requirement to use valuable memory capacity for storing signal information in 
the present invention. The Examiner, after almost three (3) years of examination, has yet to cite a 
reference that can properly support a rejection of Claim 1. Claim 1 must be allowed. 

Secondly, the Examiner has yet to provide a reference or references to properly reject that 
section of Claim 1 that recites, "automatically calculating a local time of said selected city, said 
local time being based on a difference between the GMT of said selected city and the GMT of a 
present location of said apparatus, said reference time and said elapsed time". These four 
distinctly claimed elements of the calculation are not taught or disclosed by any of the references 
cited to date. The device disclosed in the Whitmore reference contains a database that comprises 
a conversion table between GMT and the current local time at one of the various pre-determined 
geographical locations. (Whitmore, col. 8, lines 36-38.) Again, Claim 1 must be allowed. 

In order for a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) to be appropriate, the claimed invention 
must be shown to be obvious in view of the prior art as a whole. A claim may be found to be 
obvious if it is first shown that all of the recitations of a claim are taught in the prior art or are 
suggested by the prior art. In re Royka , 490 F.2d 981, 985, 180 U.S.P.Q. 580, 583 (C.C.P.A. 
1974), cited in M.P.E.P. §2143.03. 

The Examiner has failed to show that all of the recitations of Claim 1 are taught in or 

of the local time of the selected city. 
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suggested by the prior art. The Examiner has failed to make out a prima facia case for an 
obviousness rejection. 

As noted, Claims 2, 5, 6-8, 1 1 and 12 stand or fall together with independent Claim 1 and 
are thus also allowable. 

Independent Claims 1 and 6 are not rendered unpatentable by Whitmore in view of 
Klausner. Thus Claims 1, 2, 5-8, 11 and 12 are allowable. 



DILWORTH & BARRESE. LLP 
333 Earle Ovington Blvd. 
Uniondale, New York 11553 
(516) 228-8484 (tel) 
(516) 228-8516 (fax) 





Paul J. Farrell 
Reg. No.: 33,494 
Attorney for Applicant 



5 



4 



APPENDIX 
CLAIMS ON APPEAL 

1. An apparatus for displaying local time information, comprising: 

means for storing Greenwich mean time (GMT) information for each of a plurality of 

cities; 

means for receiving a reference time from a signal received from a remote system; 
means for counting a duration of time that elapses from when said reference time is 
acquired; 

means for selecting at least one of said plurality of cities and automatically calculating a 
local time of said selected city, said local time being based on a difference between the GMT of 
said selected city and the GMT of a present location of said apparatus, said reference time and 
said elapsed time; and 

means for outputting said local time. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein said apparatus is a mobile telephone. 

5. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein said reference time is a system time acquired 
from a sync channel message received by said mobile cellular phone from a base station of a 
CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access) cellular system. 

6. In an apparatus having a display and a memory for storing Greenwich mean time 
(GMT) information for each of a plurality of cities, a method for generating local time 
information, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a reference time from a signal received from a remote system; 
counting a time which elapses from said acquiring of said reference time; 
selecting at least one of said plurality of cities; 

automatically calculating a local time of said selected city based on the difference 
between the GMT of said selected city and the GMT of a present location of said apparatus, said 
reference time and said elapsed time; and 
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displaying said calculated local time. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of displaying a message to set 
a reference time if said step of setting a reference time does not occur. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein said step of selecting includes the substeps of: 
displaying a list of said plurality of cities; and 

scrolling through said list to select a desired one of said plurality of cities. 

1 1 . The method of claim 6, wherein said apparatus is a mobile telephone. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said reference time is a system time acquired 
from a sync channel message received from a base station of a CDMA cellular system. 




